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GREETINGS TO ALL 
     This is the first newsletter of the French Politics Group, a related group of the American 
Political Science Association (APSA). he scholars active in the FPG aim to make it an important 
actor in promoting the study of French politics in the USA and abroad.  Thanks to all of the 
people who have contributed their time to the group. The 13 people at our business meeting at 
APSA in Philadelphia agreed to change the group’s name to FPG and to maintain the informal 
status of the group without membership dues or specific officers. The programs presented in this 
newsletter were fine-tuned/proposed by those present at this meeting.   
  With three primary sponsored panels and four additional co sponsored panels with the 
European Politics Section, over 80 people attended our panels in Philadelphia. I would like to 
thank David Cameron, the program chair of EPS for his patience and support. Your participation 
in the group, through proposing papers and/or panels, submitting dissertations for award 
consideration, participating in the two award committees, attending panels at APSA, and making 
a contribution to our awards funds is of crucial importance to continued vitality of the group.  
We are kicking-off a first-time effort to raise funds for our two awards this year (see below); 
another sign of the development of the FPG.   
  Please do share your thoughts with me about the group. We have 95 people on our e-mail 
list currently and would like to keep it as up-to-date as possible. If you do change your e-mail or 
know of anyone who should be added to our list, I would appreciate being notified. Also, let us 
know if you would like to be removed from the list.  Thanks go to Andrew Appleton and his 
assistant Libia Billordo, both at WSU, for creating and maintaining the list.   
 
Amicalement,  
 
Amy Mazur 
  
APSA, Philadelphia, 2003 
  Roundtable in Memory of Frank L. Wilson – Kay Lawson, John Keeler, John Ambler, 
Laurel Weldon, Andrew Appleton and Amy Mazur were the roundtable participants who paid 
homage to Lee Wilson’s work on French Politics. They were joined by William Saffran, 
Michelle Williams, Robert Elgie, Rand Lewis, and Mitch Pickerill. Everyone recounted their 
experiences with Lee throughout his career as a colleague, a professor, and fellow researcher. 
The roundtable was also an excellent retrospective on the study of French politics over the past 
30 years. Lee passed away in 2001 due to complications involved with a heart transplant, he was 
60 years old  
  Panels -- We were primary sponsors on three panels and secondary sponsors on three 
additional panels with European Politics and Society. (For panel specifics see 
http://archive.allacademic.com/publication/browse.php). The two primary sponsored panels 
represented the range of current scholarship on French Politics. Bill Saffran’s  panel 
commemorating Lee Wilson’s work on political parties and interest groups brought together a 
new generation of French politics specialist, with Michelle Williams and Britt Cartwright with 



more established scholars, like Bill and Rand Smith.  The roundtable on the Women’s Policy 
Office project showed how the case of France can be used in a large-scale, multi-national 
comparative research project  (For more on the RNGS project see RNGS.org.) 
 
Frank L. Wilson Best APSA Paper Award 
  The group created this new award to honor of Lee Wilson’s contributions to French 
Politics. Each year the committee chair for the award will do an electronic search for papers on 
France.  From this list, papers will be solicited by a letter sent from the chair. This year there are 
38 papers on some aspect of French politics.  The received papers will be divided among the 
members of the committee. Each committee member will rank the papers and the top papers will 
be considered  together in an  pool by the entire committee.  The committee will select a paper 
winner in time to be reported in the APSA meeting program for the following year.  Prize money 
will be awarded depending on the availability of funds. Committee for 2004 Award: Chair: 
Andrew Appleton (Washington State University ), Members:  Catherine Fieschi (University of 
Nottingham), William Saffran (University of Colorado – Boulder), Rand Lewis (Lake Forest 
College) .  
Georges Lavau Dissertation Award 
  The group agreed to continue the award after appropriate funds had been raised for prize 
money.  The last award was given out in 2000.  If all goes well, we will be constituting a 
committee and making a call for submissions following next year’s APSA meeting.  The award 
will be given every three years for dissertations completed in the previous three years. 
Dissertations must be in English and must cover France in some significant manner, reflecting an 
expert level knowledge of French Politics and Culture. If you would like to serve on this 
committee or would like to nominate a recent graduates dissertation, please let Amy know.   
 
Fund Raising 
  The group agreed that we need to have some funds for prize money for both awards. 
There currently is no money available for the Lavau Award.  Ideally, we would like to have a 
large enough endowment to generate the prize money each year.  Our overall endowment target 
for both awards combined is $10,000, yielding $200 per year.  An account for the two awards 
has been set-up in the Department of Political Science at Washington State University.  Once we 
reach $5000 the monies will be invested through the WSU development program. Until then, we 
will use contributions directly in funding the prize money-- $100 for each award per year.  If you 
would like to make a contribution to either award, please fill out the attached form and send your 
contribution to Amy Mazur.  Obtaining prize money for the awards will make a big difference in 
making them more legitimate and institutionalized over the long haul.  
  Oussama Cherribi, formerly a Dutch MP and now a senior visiting lecturer at Emory 
University, has generously offered to help us with fundraising.  The Wilson family will also be 
contributing.  The group greatly appreciates their contributions. We will give you a report on our 
fund raining progress in future newsletters.  
 
APSA, Chicago, September 2-5th, 2004 
  Call For Papers/Panels – We are hoping to have three panel slots for next year. Please 
send your paper or complete panel/roundtable proposal to Amy no later than January 1st.  We 
will be able to notify you of acceptance in February.  Also, if you would like to be a discussant 
or chair, let her know as well.  We will continue to pursue co sponsorship with EPS and other 



interested sections as well. If anyone knows of programs chairs that would be amenable to con 
sposorship, please let Amy know as well.  
  PSA/APSA Collaboration –Thanks to Robert Elgie(Dublin City University), one of our 
panels will be organized in conjunction with the French Politics section of the Political Studies 
Association (UK). This will be situated in the context of past APSA/PSA collaboration.  We 
hope to secure travel funds for the British participants and send two US political scientist 
working on France to present at the PSA meetings in April, 2004 with support from APSA.  
 
FPG Website  
  Michelle Williams (University of West Florida) has kindly offered to design and maintain 
a website for the group.  We hope to have it up and running by the first of the year. If anyone has 
any ideas or would like to contribute, let me know.  You will be notified  when the first draft is 
posted to have an opportunity to provide input before it becomes completely formalized.  
 
 



CONTRIBUTION FORM FOR FRENCH POLITICS GROUP AWARDS 
 
Please fill out the following form and send it to Amy Mazur, Department of Political Science, 
Washington State University, Box 644880, Pullman WA 99163-4880.  Checks should be made 
payable to the Department of Political Science-WSU .  A receipt for your records will be sent 
to you. This is a tax deductible contribution  
 
 
NAME: __________________________________________________________ 
 
DEPARTMENT: ___________________________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL: _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION: _________________________ 
 
SPECIFIC AWARD (IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPECIFY) 
 
_____ FRANK L. WILSON BEST APSA PAPER AWARD 
 
 _____ GEORGES LAVAU DISSERTATION AWARD 
 
 


